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Extended abstract

Introduction

Compared to any other food source, wheat in the form of bread contributes the most to the nutrition of the world's
people. In Iran, bread made from wheat is the main food of the people, so the increase in the amount of consumption
of this grain compared to its production has created concerns in terms of food security. Responding to the ever-
increasing need of agricultural products and raw materials of industries related to the nutrition of human society
has always been the most important goal of agricultural science researchers. Undoubtedly, one of the most
important elements of improving the production of crops is the creation and introduction of new high-yielding
cultivars suitable for the climatic and geographical conditions of the cultivation areas, which are the duties of plant
breeders. Increasing the grain yield per unit area and improving the quality of bread based on obtaining accurate
and reliable genetic data and information along with the preparation of diverse and compatible genetic materials
are also among the most important goals of wheat breeding programs in Iran. Knowledge of the genetic control of
traits and access to molecular or morphological markers associated to them are prerequisites for any genetic
engineering.

Materials and methods

In this study, 100 progenies of a 10 x 10 diallel cross were used to analyse the genetics of grain yield and bakery
values. This research was conducted during 2018 and 2019 at Gorgan University of Agricultural Sciences and
Natural Resources. In the first year, 10 wheat cultivars including Gonbad, Marvarid, Kalate, Ehsan, Sirvan,
Baharan, Chamran2, shush, Mehregan and Brat from different geographical regions of Iran were grown and
crossed in the field. In the second year, the parents and the crosses were planted in the form of a randomized
complete block design with three and the values of grain yield, number of spikes per plant, number of seeds per
spike, seed weight, days to emergence and plant height were measured from them. Diallel analysis was done by
the second Griffing method and the effects of general combining ability, specific combining ability, broad and
narrow sense heritability, additive and dominance variance were calculated by using SAS software. DNA
extraction of parental cultivars was done by CTAB method, and 10 pairs of allele-specific STS primers associated
with HMWG subunits were used to determine the bakery value.
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Results and discussion

The results of this study indicated significant genetic differences between the parents. The LSD test divided the
studied parents into four groups for seed yield per plant, so the highest yield was observed in group A, which only included
Brat cultivar with an average yield of 12.06 gram. In group B there were Ehsan and Shush (8.67 and 6.38 gram, respectively),
in group C there were seven cultivars including Shush, Baharan, Gonbad, Mehrgan, Kalate, Marvarid and Chamran. Other
cultivars with the lowest performance were placed in group D. Narrow-sense heritability analysis revealed that the
crossing of cultivars is the best breeding method to enhance seed yield, number of spikes per plant and days to
emergence. Also, to improve the number of seeds per spike, seed weight and plant height, classical breeding
methods may offer higher efficiency. Marvarid and Gonbad were ranked 1° and 2™, respectively with respect to
general combining abilities for grain yield, attributed to their positive and significant general combining ability
effects. Therefore, cultivars that are crossed with these parents will produce progenies with a higher seed yield than the
average of the parents. Kalate is not recommended for crossing, because it had negative and significant GCA, and its
participation in crosses will lead to reduce in seed yield. The highest specific combining ability was observed for
Ehsan X Gonbad, Marvarid X Chamran 2 and Shush X Sirvan crosses. The results of molecular markers analysis
showed that the STS markers were able to identify the difference in the baking value of cultivars. The quality score
of the cultivars ranged 6 and 10 and to this end, Kalate and Brat were the top cultivars. Because the studied
genotypes were inbred wheat cultivars, it was not unexpected for them to observe relatively good score (mostly
they had scores 8 to 10).

Conclusions

Therefore, due to superiority in terms of both quantity and quality for yield, these cultivars can be used as parents
with desirable genes for future breeding programs. Overall, the STS markers employed in this study proved to be
valuable markers for enhancing the genetic background of bread wheat, particularly when employing marker-
assisted selection for bakery value.
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Table 1. The Names, climatic characteristics and pedigrees of the studied wheat cultivars

‘,_5 B V.;.L"‘a\ g
Cultivar Climate Pedigree
45 et sb o 50 5 ATRAK/WANG-SHUI-BAI[3589]
Gonbad Hot and humid of North
Lol ot sk e 505 MILAN/(SHA7)SHANGHAI-7[3686]
Morvarid Hot and humid of North
s et sb o 50 5 MILAN/S87230/BABAX
Kalate Hot and humid of North
. ¢ SABUF/7/ALTAR84/AE.SQUARROSA(224)//Y ACO/6/CROC_
ol Jud b e s 25 1/AE.SQUARROSA
Ehsan Hot and humid of North  (205)/5/BR12*3/4/IAS55*4/C114123/3/IAS55*4/EG,AUS//IAS55*4/ALD
Ol Jotine PARULA/2*PASTOR[4361]
Sirvan Temperate
oLl Jotine KAUZ/PASTOR//PBW-343[4189]
Baharan Temperate
Vol oy SEE e S ATTILA-50-Y//ATTILA/BACANORA[3589]
Chamran 2 Warm and dry of South
o e SEE e S CBRD-3//STORK/TR.DS[4189]
Shoosh Warm and dry of South
OB e e SEF e S OASIS/SKAUZ//4*BCN/3/2*PASTOR[4189]
Mehregan Warm and dry of South
<l oy SEE e S SLVS*/PASTOR

Barat Warm and dry of South
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Table 2. The names, length, sequence and characteristics of the STS markers used for the evaluation of wheat

cultivars
STel Sl s 53 S5kl Jig oL T .
Primer Marker Primer Allele or ol
Reference
name code sequence gene locus
PI(F) CGCAACAGCCAGGACAATT Bx17 (669 bp) non
Bx P2(R) AGAGTTCTATCACTGCCTGGT Bx17 (630 bp&766 bp) (Macet al., 2003)
ZSBy9Af  P3(F) TTCTCTGCATCAGTCAGGA B9 (662 bp) (Lic et al, 2006)
1/R3 P4(R) AGAGAAGCTGTGTAATGCC non By9 (707 bp) erat
P5(F) CACTGAGATGGCTAAGCGCC Bx6 (321 bp)
bx7-fr P6(R) GCCTTGGACGGCACCACAAGG Non Bx6 (Null) (Schwarz et al., 2004)
ZSBySF P7(F) TTAGCGCTAAGTGCCGTCT By8 (527 bp) (Lie et al., 2006)
5/R5 P8(R) TTGTCCTATTTGCTGCCCTT non By8 (Null)
ZSBy9F PI(F) GCAGTACCCAGCTTCTCAA ByI6 (3 fragment) (Lie et al., 2006)
2/R2 PI0(R) CCTTGTCTTGTTTGTTGCC non By16 (Null)
Ax1 (362 bp)
P11(F) CGAGACAATATGAGCAGCAAG .
UMNIO ™ b1oR) CTGCCATGGAGAAGTTGGA 4x2 (344 bp) (Liu et al., 2008)
Ax-null (Null)
P13(F) GTTGGCCGGTCGGCTGCCATG Dy10 (576 bp)
P3 /P4 P14(R) TGGAGAAGTTGGATAGTACC DyI2 (612 bp) (Ahmad, 2000)
PS PG P15(F) ATGGCTAAGCGCCTGGTCCT Bx7 (2373 bp) (Ahmad, 2000)
PI6(R)  TGCCTGGTCGACAATGCGTCGCTG non Bx7 (Null)
- P17(F) GCCTAGCAACCTTCACAATC DxS5 (450 bp) (Ahmad, 2000)
PI8(R) GAAACCTGCTGCGGACAAG Dx2 (Null)
P19(F) AGATGACTAAGCGGTTGGTTC (Izadi-Darbandi and
PIOP20 pror) CTGGCTGGCCAACAATGCGT AxI (2300 bp) Yazdi-Samadi, 2012)
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Table 3. The results of means comparison of different traits for wheat cultivars based on the LSD test

JCEY Gy i) b slaws 53 &l slaws Voo O Gl 5> Sas
Bl oA (a5l Lol b (f«;) Sls <¢;> L2
Cultivars Days to Plant height Number of Number of 1000-grain Grain yield
emeroence (cm) spikes per grains per weight (er) per plant
g plant spike gntie (gr)
SIS
11.75 AB 61.90 D 10.50 B 81.50 A 3832 A 423CD
Kalate
=l
= 1225 A 69.29 AB 10.00 B 6250 E 3893 A 12.06 A
Barat
bl
1033 C 60.80 D 1033 B 6233 E 40.75 A 5.39CD
Baharan
08 e 1225 A 63.26 CD 11.00 AB 71.50 BCD 36.87 A 428 CD
Mehregan
Oles|
11.75 AB 67.77 ABC 9.00 BC 72.00 BC 42.76 A 8.67B
Ehsan
|
Sl 11.33 ABC 63.66 BCD 11.33 AB 64.00 DE 3231 A 4.06 CD
Morvarid
S 10.50 C 70.45 A 14.00 A 77.0 AB 3527 A 6.38 BC
Shoosh
Ol s 68.69
- 11.00 BC 9.50 BC 5950 E 4338 A 293D
Sirvan ABCD
L8
: 11.83 AB 61.73 D 8.33 BC 74.00 AB 3831 A 4.7 CD
Gonbad
Y ol
ad 11.75 AB 68.68 ABC 6.50 C 66.00 CDE 3575 A 3.17CD
Chamran 2

Al e ds s 0 CJA.A)JLSJLATC))LE Jjbméﬁiﬂdfé)\)bas&uaﬁgecj;ﬂjﬁ):
In each column, there was no statistically significant difference at P<0.05 among means with common letters.
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Table 4. The results of diallel analysis of wheat cultivars using Griffing method for some important traits
Sla e ke
Mean squares

als 5> Shas
s A . . . dow sl s dls slaws .
e Nead s B s SRSl : Verr O3 Sy
Source of variation oA (ewsle) S s (rjf) &$ls ( ;)
. Number of  Number of . f
Days to Plant height . . 1000-grain -
emergence (cm) spikes per ErAMS PEL e ht (gr) Grain yield
& plant spike ghtie per plant
(gr)
Sk
Block 158.8 389.67 53.52%* 450.95%* 35.17 693.03%
e 66.66 89.63 % 13.68%* 180.71%* 33.71%* 312.96%%*
Genotype
GCA 1.61%* 245.59** 25.45%* 811.74%* 151.62%* 377.53%
SCA 0.63 58.12 15.46** 82.76%* 21.37** 308.03*
e
0.84 51.25 9.48 44.57 12.54%* 192.37
Error
W) R ARV V|
(Va) (2l 3t 3l 0.05 10.42 0.55 40.49 7.24 3.86
Additive variance
e Gl
(Vo) ol -l 0.07 2.29 1.99 12.73 2.45 38.55
Dominance variance
Or) ol a3 1.67 0.66 2.69 0.79 0.82 4/46
Dominance ratio
2 T e
S 30 43 45 79 70 40
Broad-sense heritability
H? gt 5 ol
N (o a5 s 125 8 10 60 52 4

Narrow-sense heritability
el WA 580 & A8 Y Ll e a5 SCA GCA (55 oS5k ol Ol le &35l am s

A3 ) 50 sl sl pme S S L
The degrees of freedom for variation sources including block, genotype, GCA, SCA and error are 2, 99, 9, 45
and 179, respectively.

*and **: Significant at 0=5% and o=1%, respectively.
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Figure 1. Banding pattern of primers (P114+P12) for detecting the Glu-A1 subunits in wheat cultivars (right);
Banding pattern of primers P19+P20 for detecting the Ax1 subunit in wheat cultivars (left).
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Table 5. The genomic scores of the listed cultivars arranged by subunit scores as per Payne et al. (1987).
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